
 

 
 
Dear Media Colleague: 
 
The 2007 Calgary Stampede will once again provide a valuable link between agriculture and the million plus 
visitors who walk though the gates this July.  Ever since the ‘Big Four’ established this Greatest Outdoor Show 
on Earth, the Stampede has maintained its commitment to celebrating the western way of life, a lifestyle that 
simply would not exist without agriculture. 
 
And though today’s agriculture exhibits may look much the same as they did in 1912, in some ways, they are 
very different.   
 
Biodeisel explained with a “funny car”, commercials produced by the International Youth Livestock participants 
and blacksmiths bravely sporting hot pink shirts are not things you would have seen in 1912. 
 
And, though I’m sure there were heavy horses on the grounds back then, chances are they didn’t perform to 
the beat of the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra, or for that matter, AC/DC. 
 
So, this year we ask you to literally stop and smell the wheat.  Yes, the wheat. 
 
You will notice the new garden around the Agriculture Building is made up of eight traditional prairie grains; 
such as wheat, oats, safflower and millet. 
 
The garden, designed and planted by Jeff de Jong, an instructor at the School of Horticulture at Olds College, 
embodies the Stampede ideal of bringing urban and rural communities together and serves as a reminder of 
our agricultural roots. 
 
We have included a package of the prairie grain seeds in this media kit, and we hope it will serve as a 
reminder and an invitation to smell the wheat, listen to the auctioneer’s call, take in the stunning display of a 
six-horse hitch, or simply spend some time in the agriculture buildings. 
 
We look forward to seeing you this July. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Leanne Niblock 
Chair, Agriculture Media Committee 
403-512-4778 
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Back in Black: Texas Thunder Priefert Hitch to Rock Calgary Stampede 2007 
 

 

All the way from Mt. Pleasant, Texas, the internationally famous Texas Thunder Priefert Six Percheron 
horse hitch is set to rock and roll through the 10 days of the Calgary Stampede. With an average weight 
of 2200 pounds and standing an average of 18.2 hands, these massive horses will perform to the music of 
AC/DC in an amazing demonstration of speed and agility. 

Texas Thunder driver Jason Goodman has been working with draft horses most of his life starting as a 
child going out to feed his family's livestock. He has driven the Priefert Hitch for audiences at the Wrangler 
National Finals Rodeo, the World Percheron Congress, the Quarter Horse Congress, the International Rolex 
Competition, as well as many PRCA Rodeo events. 

The Priefert horses, which will be stabled in Fort Haven, are available for public viewing throughout the 
ten days of Stampede.  
 
Best interview and photo opportunity: 
 
Friday, July 6, at 6PM in the Saddledome  
Saturday, July 7 at 1:00 p.m. in the Big Top  
Monday, July 9 at 12:45 p.m. in the Saddledome  
Tuesday, July 10 at 1:45 p.m. in the Big Top  
Wednesday, July 11 at 7:15 p.m. in the Big Top  
Thursday, July 12 at 4:30 p.m. in the Big Top  
Friday, July 13 at 6:30 p.m. in the Big Top  
Saturday, July 14 at 6:30 p.m. in the Big Top  
Sunday, July 15 at 6:30 p.m. in the Big Top  
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Stampede contributes to the quality of life in Calgary and southern Alberta through its world-renowned 10-day Calgary Stampede, year-round facilities, 
products and services and agricultural programs that foster understanding of the agricultural industry. All revenue generated is reinvested into our 
various programs and facilities. 
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Alberta Greenhouses – Growing Green 
 

 
 
As the commercial greenhouse industry in Alberta continues to grow so do the opportunities to “grow 
green” by using alternative sources of energy for heat and power and utilizing a closed irrigation system 
to recycle water and avoid potential ground water issues. 
 
This year the Calgary Stampede will showcase a functional greenhouse that gives guests a glimpse into 
how commercial greenhouses work.  
 
“The greenhouse industry is growing but most Albertans aren’t aware of how much produce is being 
grown in our own backyards,” says Tony Legault, a greenhouse operator and member of the Ag-tivity in 
the City Committee. The greenhouse at the Calgary Stampede will showcase four of the main vegetable 
crops currently grown in Alberta; tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers and lettuce. It is located directly adjacent 
to the main Ag-tivity in the City pavilion, and will be entirely powered by alternative energy; primarily 
wind power. 
 
The wind turbine will provide power for the pumps in the irrigation system, the display lights and the fan. 
The closed irrigation system waters the plants and then drains off the excess and pumps it back to be re-
used in the next watering. 
 
The greenhouse will showcase the science behind plant and vegetable production, and will show plants in 
various stages of growth as they progress from seedling to mature plant.  
 
The greenhouse and alternative energy exhibit will be adjacent to the Agrium Ag-tivity in the City, 
Discovery Center and is open throughout this year’s Calgary Stampede.  

 
 

 
 

For more information, contact: 
 
Tony Legault 
Phone: 403- 601-3695 
E-mail: tony@paradisehillfarm.ca 
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Here’s the Beef 
 

 
 
The 2007 Calgary Stampede will see a concentrated focus on the beef industry from July 12 – 15. During 
this time, the diversity of the beef industry will be on display from the up and coming leaders of the beef 
industry at the International Junior Livestock Show, the commercial operators participating in the Steer 
Classic, the International Livestock Auctioneer Competition and Fed Beef Expo highlighting the commodity 
of beef and finally the purebred beef industry at the Beef Cattle Showcase. 
 
The Beef Cattle Showcase will feature exhibits of live cattle and displays from purebred beef producers 
across the province.  “The showcase allows our producers to come together at one time and exhibit their 
cattle as well as educate the public about beef production,” says Wayne Hanson, Chair, Calgary Stampede 
Beef Committee. 
 
And, the showcase doesn’t end on Stampede Park. A one-day bus tour will take participants north of 
Calgary to visit a working feedlot, a family farm, and one of Canada’s top agricultural colleges.   
 
“This tour will give a great overview of beef production in Western Canada,” says Hanson.  “Our tour stops 
include Sunterra Farms, Olds College and Smith/Gardner Ranches which are some of Alberta’s top beef 
producers.  We will end the day back at Stampede Park with an Alberta Beef dinner and then take in the 
chuckwagon races.” 
 
Anyone interested in taking the one day bus tour on Tuesday, July 10th should pre-register to guarantee 
their spot on the bus.  Media are welcome to join the tour.  A complete tour schedule can be found at: 
www.stampedeagriculture.com under the Beef Cattle Showcase information. 
 

 
 
 

 
For more information contact:   For the Bus Tour contact: 
Wayne Hanson      Sharon Yeast 
Beef Committee Chair     Beef Committee Coordinator 
Phone: 403-948-7638     Phone: 403-261-9316 
Cell: 403-312-7638     email: syeast@calgarystampede.com 
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Canadian Blacksmith Champ sets his sights on the world title 
 

 
 
After competing for just five years, British Columbia farrier Adam Degenstein has already gained a great 
deal of experience in the tough world of blacksmith competitions. “My first competition was only three 
months into the program at Olds College.  I learned a lot!” 
 
Degenstein will return to Calgary this July for the World Championship Blacksmith competition.  He is 
currently the Canadian Horseshoeing Champion, a title he earned this spring in Calgary.  His win at the 
Canadian’s has also landed him a spot with four other farriers on the Canadian National team which will 
also compete at the World Blacksmith’s Competition during the Calgary Stampede and together as a team 
in the four man draft horse class.  
 
“This is probably one of the most unique events out there. It isn’t everyday you see a dozen coal burning 
forges in a row with the best farriers in the world competing,” says Degenstein.   
 
Competition isn’t the only focus of this farrier. He is up early most mornings making horse shoes before he 
heads out to actually work on between four and ten horses each day. After a full day of work, the 
Abbotsford, BC blacksmith will spend most evenings practicing for competition. 
 
“It is extremely hard work but very self satisfying. It is great for someone who likes to work with their 
hands because it all comes down to the quality of the work in either everyday shoeing or in competition. 
Quality is the most important thing.” 
 
Watching the competition heat up is free with gate admission into Stampede Park. 
 

 
Best interview and photo opportunity: 
Two Man Forging, Friday, July 6 at 11:30 – 1:30 in the Big Top Tent  
Four Man Draft Horse Competition, Friday, July 6 at 5:30 – 8:30 p.m. in the Big Top Tent  
 

 
For more information contact: 
Blaine Virostek 
403-850-8815 
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Rescued Heavy Horse ready to saddle up for his debut in the 2007 Calgary 
Stampede Parade 

 
One year to the date of his rescue from death row due to starvation, Prince Charming, a majestic Shire horse, 

will make his healthy debut in the Calgary Stampede parade July 6th, 2007.  

Thanks to the intervention of the Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA), Princeton (as he is 

commonly known) was one of over 20 horses rescued from a property in Pemberton, B.C. Assessed in the worst 

condition, he “was nothing more than a skeleton of bones,” says Wendee Cristante, founder of the Canadian 

Clyde Ride (CCR) Team of America, who adopted three of the horses seized in the rescue.  

Cristante worked together with the SPCA in the rehabilitation and recovery of the gentle giant who now weighs 

in at over a ton. In January of this year, Cristante started lightly training and conditioning Princeton under 

saddle in preparation for his appointed lead position at point in the Calgary Stampede parade. Princeton is also 

entered to compete in Stampede Open Western Pleasure under Saddle class July 6th at 3:00 p.m. as part the 

2007 Dundee Securities Heavy Horse Show “It is a miracle that he is even alive today – never mind ready to 

show at the 2007 Calgary Stampede,” says Cristante. “From July to December 2006 we were simply focused on 

nursing him back to health.”  

For more information on Princeton and the Canadian Clyde Ride Team of America, please visit 

www.canadianclyderide.com  

 

Best interview & photo opportunity: 

Stampede Open Western Pleasure Under Saddle class, July 6 at 3:00 p.m. 

 
 
 

For more information contact:  
Laurel Wood 
Calgary Stampede 
Phone: 403-261-0414 
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Petroleum Landmen support 4-H with annual raffle  
 

 
For the third consecutive year, the Canadian Association of Petroleum Landmen (CAPL) will be purchasing the 
Reserve Grand Champion steer from the Steer Classic Show at the Calgary Stampede to raise money for 4-H 
Canada. 
 
Every year, CAPL sells raffle tickets prior to the steer sale with the proceeds going to 4-H Canada. This year 
their goal is to raise $20,000.  So far, the total raised in one year is $18,000. 
 
Robert Telford, CAPL spokesperson says since the association does so much in rural Alberta, it’s important to 
take the opportunity to give back.   
 
 “Participating in the Steer Classic is a great opportunity for us to liaise with the Calgary Stampede, the 
agriculture community and 4-H,” says Telford.   
 
Steer Classic committee member David Pyke approached CAPL with the idea three years ago.  
 
 “We value the continued relationship with CAPL and their support of the sale.  They are always looking for 
opportunities to connect with rural Alberta, and this is a great way to support 4-H and the beef industry,” says 
Pyke. 
 
This year’s 1st prize includes a side of Alberta Beef purchased at the Calgary Stampede 2007 Steer Sale and a 
$400 gift certificate.  Tickets are available at CAPL’s Pre-Stampede event on June 22nd at the Roundup Centre or 
by calling CAPL’s head office at 403-237-6635. 
 
Best interview and photo opportunity: 
Saturday, July 14 at 2:00 p.m. in the Big Top Tent 
 

 
For more information contact:  
Robert Telford      
CAPL 
403-503-5265  
 
David Pyke 
Steer Classic Committee 
403-290-7711 
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Thirty Years of Evolution 
 

 
 
When the Calgary Stampede Light Horse Committee celebrates 30 years this summer, Gus (a nickname her 
brother gave her as a child) McCollister will be there to remember the early days as she celebrates her personal 
30th anniversary on the committee. 
 
Throughout her three decades as a dedicated volunteer, McCollister has held various positions on the committee, 
including several terms as chair.  Today, she is as involved as ever and guides decisions about the best way to 
showcase all the different horse breeds in the light horse display during the Stampede. 
 
Once known as “Horse Haven ‘77”, the Light Horse Committee was a draw for McCollister because of her 
genuine love of showing her Peruvian horses.  
 
 “I enjoy doing it. The day I quit having fun is the day I quit the committee,” vows McCollister.  All her 
enjoyment, however, does not come without a great deal of hard work along the way.  
 
“Only the die-hards are still here. They’re not afraid to pick up a hammer and do some work,” she says, 
referring to several other committee members who will also be celebrating their 30 year anniversary this 
summer. 
 
Not only has McCollister witnessed many changes within her committee, she has also been witness to the 
dramatic changes that have taken place on park as the Calgary Stampede has evolved as well. 
 
“Everyone used to have a connection to the farm in some manner, now that’s not the case, so the Stampede 
has had to adapt to keep things interesting for everyone.” 
 
The light horse exhibits including the livestock, which are open to the public, will be in the main Agriculture 
Building (the barns) for the full 10 days of the Stampede. 
 
 
 
 

For more information, contact: 
 
Gus McCollister 
Calgary Stampede Light Horse Committee 
Cell: 403-998-2171 
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Calgary Stampede and Beef Producers Embrace New Technology 

 

 
Beef production has gone high-tech and the Calgary Stampede is becoming involved.  With the donation of 500 
DNA tests from Quantum Genetics, the Calgary Stampede is keeping pace with the continually evolving beef 
industry. 
 
Alberta is known as cattle country for the large number of cows seen roaming Alberta’s grasslands.  But cattle 
ranchers are going by a new name; “beef producers”.  “We are no longer just caretakers of cattle,” says Wayne 
Hanson, Chair of the Beef Committee. 
 “We are producers of high quality protein, and we take food production very seriously.” 
 
One of the tools helping beef producers identify and raise top quality cattle that will produce a tasty, healthy 
product is DNA gene marker technology.   
 
Quantum Genetics is one company that is working with beef producers on utilizing the new technology.  Jim 
Palmer, Vice President of Business Development for Quantum Genetics says that he is seeing more and more 
feedlots embrace DNA testing, “We are primarily involved in the leptin gene which influences fat deposition in 
cattle,” says Palmer.  “By identifying and selecting cattle with the ideal leptin genotype, producers are able to 
feed cattle more efficiently, and essentially manage their beef production operation with DNA.” 
 
The Calgary Stampede will be incorporating this new technology into their livestock program at this year’s 
Stampede.  500 tests have been donated by Quantum Genetics to be auctioned off at the International 
Livestock Auctioneer Championships on Saturday, July 14 at 10:30am in the Big Top Tent.    
 
“We recognize the significant changes occurring in the beef industry,” says Allison Wright, Agriculture Manager 
for the Calgary Stampede.  “The inclusion of this product in our Stampede programming creates a great 
opportunity for buyers and industry stakeholders to take advantage of this new technology and learn more 
about its potential in their production systems.” 
 
Best interview and photo opportunity: 
International Livestock Auctioneer Championships, Saturday, July 14 at 10:30am, in the Big Top Tent  

 
 

For more information contact: 
 
Jim Palmer     Allison Wright 
Quantum Genetics   Calgary Stampede 
403-660-0643    403-261-0114 
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Local Media Personalities Stripping Down to their Woolies 
 

 
The 2007 Calgary Stampede features a fashion show with a bit of a sheepish flare. Local media personalities are 
taking it almost all off at the Super Shear Strip’o’Rama on July 15 at the Calgary Stampede’s Victoria Pavilion.  
 
“The fashion show will highlight sheep byproducts such as leather and wool clothing and accessories,” says 
Carole Leroux, organizer of the event. “The models will begin wearing coats, hats and gloves and every time 
they come back out one layer will be gone until they end up in their socks and wooly underwear.”  
 
Local radio personality Dan Carson, from Country 105 will emcee the event for the second year in a row.  Media 
personalities including Amber Lee Trudeau from Vibe 98.5 and Candice Knihnitski from X92.2 will be modeling 
the creative fashions.   
 
The fashion show will help the audience make the connection between sheep shearing and various products that 
many may not realize come from sheep.  Spectators will be able to see sheep shearing taking place at the 
Stampede on July 14 and 15th. 
 
The Super Shear Strip’o’Rama is being held at about 2:30 July 15, immediately following the sheep shearing 
finals and prior to the announcement of the champions in the Victoria Pavilion (in the Agriculture Building).   
 
Best interview and photo opportunity: 
Sheep Show begins, Thursday, July 12 at 11:30 a.m. in the Big Top Tent  
Sheep Shearing begins, Saturday, July 14 at 3:00 p.m. in the Victoria Pavilion  
Fashion Show, Sunday, July 15 at 5:00 p.m. in the Victoria Pavilion  
 
 

For more information contact: 
Carole Leroux 
Phone: (403)685-2151 (evenings & weekends) 
 (403)219-3196 (week days) 
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AG-BITES 
 
Blacksmiths are Tough Enough to Wear Pink 
Some of the toughest guys in the world will be wearing pink in support of the Calgary Stampede’s breast cancer 
awareness campaign.  
 
Blacksmiths from around the globe, who are competing in the World Championship Blacksmith competition, will 
don pink bandanas and t-shirts in support of the 30-hour Wrangler Tough Enough to Wear Pink campaign during 
their competition on Thursday and Friday, July 5 and 6. Come out and see the world’s top blacksmiths compete 
for the championship and wear pink in support of the tough battle against breast cancer. 
 
Best interview and photo opportunity: 
Friday July 6, 7:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. in the Big Top Tent 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Building the Bond - Colt Starting Demonstrations  
Professional horse trainer Gary Hunt will share the secrets of his trade to Stampede visitors.   Each day, for five 
days, Hunt will take a colt through a gentle training session that will transform the never before ridden horse.  
Hunt, a veteran horse trainer from Black Diamond Alberta, is a former professional bull rider who paid his entry 
fees by breaking horses for ranchers. 
 
Best interview and photo opportunities: 
July 11 and 13 at 4:30 p.m., Outdoor Show Ring (behind the Big Top) 
July 12 at 2:00 p.m., Outdoor Show Ring 
July 14 and 15 at 4:00 p.m., Outdoor Show Ring 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Llama Fibre – A Coat of Many Uses  
If you run your hand across the back of a llama, you’ll notice that its coat feels different than sheep wool. The 
hair doesn’t contain lanolin which makes it the ideal fibre for knitting and spinning. Head over to the southeast 
corner of the barns on Stampede Park from July 12-15, 2007 and check out the Llama Showcase.  The exhibit 
will cover the whole process from shearing and cleaning to knitting with the special fibre and, ultimately, the 
end products. A fibre competition is scheduled for earlier in the week and the winning entries will be on display 
in the Llama Showcase.  This is a great opportunity to have a close-up look at a very specialized industry based 
right here in Alberta.  
 
Best interview & photo opportunity: 
July 12 – 15 – Llama showcase, southeast corner of the Agriculture building 
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AG-BITES 
 
Team cattle penning competitors compete for more than $250,000 
Team cattle penning evolved as a sport from the working ranch so it’s only fitting that once again the Calgary 
Stampede features the Team Cattle Penning competition July 7-9, 2007 with a jackpot of over $250,000.  
 
The competition features the best the sport has to offer from around the globe. To win, teams of three riders in 
the arena must cut out from a herd and pen three head of cattle with the team’s assigned number within a 
specified time limit. The fastest time wins.  
 
Best interview and photo opportunity: 
Saturday, July 7, 2007 at 4:15 p.m. in the Saddledome 
Sunday, July 8, 2007 at 5:00 p.m. in the Saddledome 
Monday, July 9, 2007 at 4:00 p.m. in the Saddledome 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
First time for new miniature horse class at Calgary Stampede 
Not only is the Versatility Class a new category in the American Miniature Horse Association shows, 2007 will be 
the first time that it will be held at the Calgary Stampede.  The versatility class is a time restricted event with 
driving being the first component, followed by halter and then two obstacles.  The exhibitors only have two 
minutes to change from driving harnesses and carts to halter without leaving the ring. 
 
Best interview and photo opportunity: 
Saturday, July 7, 6:15pm in the Saddledome. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Agrium Ag-tivity in the City – Four years and still growing 
The 2007 Calgary Stampede marks the fourth year of the Agrium’s Ag-tivity in the City – where city meets 
country. Various aspects of the agriculture industry are featured including live demonstrations of some of the 
favorites like cow milking, sheep shearing and stock dog demonstrations. Seed Survivor examines the basics of 
plant growth and includes interactive, virtual farming demonstrations. There is also a look at the organic food 
industry and alternative energy sources including bio-diesel. With the Agrium Agriculture Tour, a knowledgeable 
guide takes visitors through the agriculture presentations and shares interesting facts about the industry. 
 
Agrium Ag-tivity in the City is open to media every day (9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.) 
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AG-BITES 
 

Going, going…Gone: The best auctioneers compete for international championship  

The best livestock auctioneers in the world will use everything they’ve got - their voices, knowledge and charm 
- to compete for the title of International Livestock Auctioneer Champion. Competitors are judged on timing, 
rhythm, clarity, control and mannerisms. The top ten competitors from the preliminary round will go on to 
compete in the finals. Media are invited to join the competitions. 

 
Best interview and photo opportunity: 
 
Preliminary Round: 
Highwood Auction Mart, High River, AB  
July 13, 12:00pm  
 
Finals:  
Big Top Tent, Stampede Park  
July 14, 10:30am-12:30pm  
 
For more information: 
Sharon Yeast 
Calgary Stampede Agriculture 
261-9316 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Canola oil – from the frying pan to the race track  
 
Renewable fuels are a hot topic these days and the conversation just heated up again thanks to a canola-based 
bio-diesel powered Jet Funny Car ripping up drag strips around the country.   Canola is an important crop for 
Canadian farmers and biodiesel derived from canola is a new and exciting innovation.  Race fans will have a 
chance to see the car first hand during the Calgary Stampede at the Agrium Ag-tivity in the Discovery Pavilion.  
The car uses a canola based biodiesel; an important crop for Canadian farmers.  
 
For more information contact: 
Simone Demers Collins 
Phone:780-719-5107 
Full race schedule: http://www.prairielandmotorsports.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 


